Programme for Queen rearing by the Co. Cork Beekeepers Association 2009

By Noel Power     

    ( This programme has been brought forward by one week as colonies are already swarming)

This year we are going to try two different methods of Queen rearing.

1, “The Vince Cooke method”  We use a double brood box which we separate to

      make one box queenless for starting the cells. (Queenless bees will start more cells

      than queenright bees) and then re-uniting the boxes the next day to make it queen

      right again for finishing the cells as Queen larvae are fed better when Queenright.

      It has the advantage of not interrupting the honey gathering ability of the colony. 

2, “Swarm Box method” We start the cells in a closed swarm box.

     This is the most popular method used by professional Bee Breeders to get cells started and we get them finished (Nourished) over a normal honey producing colony.

To get the breeder larvae into cells for starting we will also use two methods.

A, The Hopkins method which is very simple and involves no skill.

B,  Grafting into wax cups.  A good magnifying glass and a little practice

     Calendar of manipulations which may be changed to suit circumstances. 
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