Stock Increase
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Before the arrival of varroa most beekeepers relied on early swarms in May and June to replace winter losses or increase their stock. Now that the varroa is established in all part of Ireland this method of increase is no longer an option. Swarms are now considered an unreliable method of increase because they may: 

· Be very scarce

· Be carrying disease with them

· Have undesirable genetic traits 

The season of stock increase/ replacement is now no longer confined to spring time due to the problems that many beekeepers are now experiencing namely:

· Queenless hives

· Drone laying hives

A more controlled method of increase is now desirable. This is achievable by following modern methods of beekeeping which allows the beekeeper more flexibility and the means of having replacement stock available all year round. The following are now a necessary part of modern beekeeping:

· Nuc production

· Splitting full hives

· Queen rearing

Forward planning is very important. All methods should incorporate queen rearing and the production of drones by the beekeeper, adding a laying queen whenever possible to a new hive Increases are possible from May to August. Disease control and the importance of feeding cannot be emphasized enough. The following are the methods practiced:

May Increase

· Clonroche method for winter loss replacement

· Stimulative feed in March

· Strong hive with at least 6 frames of brood

· Queen + 2 frames brood + 1 frame food + shake in 2 frames of bees.

· Queenless half examine in 4 days 

· Laying queen mid June

· Add emerging brood from other colonies in the apiary. 

June Nuc

· Leave queen in parent hive

· 2 frames of brood + bees shook from 2 frames +1 frame food.

· Remove to new site

· Add Queen Cell or young laying queen after 7 days.

· Reduces swarming

      Autumn Increase

· No need to find the queen

· Strong stocks

· Split in two

· Requeen queenless half. 

Taking care of nucs after producing them is often neglected by many beekeepers. The following should be attended to throughout the season

· Add brood bees if necessary

· Treat for varroa

· Roof

· Feeding

· Robbing/Wasps

· Queen Right

· Disease

· Protection from Pests

Summary

Nuclei production is now a necessary part of modern beekeeping. The option of “let alone” beekeeping is no longer an option. Beekeepers will now need to adopt to post varroa techniques if they desire to continue to maintain their stock numbers. The importance of keeping up to date must be appreciated by all.

Happy beekeeping to all
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